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TESTS PROVE THAT THE "PRISTINE
BULLET" DOES NOT SUPPORT A JFK
ASSASSINATION CONSPIRACY

Martin L. Fackler, MD

ABSTRACT

PURPOSE -- To show that a 6. 5mm full metal jacketed
(FMJ) Mannlicher-Carcano bullet, traveling at the
approximate speed (1000-1100 ft/s) it would have
possessed after perforating the junction of the neck and
torso of one adult human, and the chest of another,
would perforate a human radius bone just above the
wrist without becoming deformed.

METHOD -- Bullet velocitics were measured while
lowering powder charges until the appropriate powder
charge was obtained. Cadaver forearms were then shot
at this lowered velocity and bullets were caught in a
bullet trap.

RESULTS -- One bullet traveling at 1108 fi/s and one
at 1335 ft/s perforated cadaver radius bones and were
caught in the bullet trap. Neither bullet had any
deformation whatsoever, except for rifling impressions.
CONCLUSIONS -- The FMJ Italian military 6.5mm
Mannlicher-Carcano bullets perforated cadaver radius
bones traveling at (or slightly higher than) the
approximate velocity they would have had when
striking Governor Connally's wrist and remained truly
"pristine" undeformed bullets.

INTRODUCTION

In early 1992, I received a call from John
Kecker, a San Francisco attorney with whom I had
become acquainted socially while I was Director of the
Wound Ballistics Laboratory at the Letterman Army
Institute of Research on the Presidio of San Francisco.
He asked if I would consider testifying as a witness for
the prosecution in a moot trial "People v. Lee Harvey
Oswald" to be put on by the American Bar Association
(ABA) at their annual meeting in San Francisco in
August 1992, He stated that Failure Analysis
Associates of Menlo Park, CA, had agreed to work on

38

the case and to provide resources for me to do, in
collaboration with them, any experiments I felt
indicated in preparing for the case. I agreed to work on
the case when I found out that these resources included
cadaver forearms so that we could do an experiment
that I had thought for many years would be a useful
confirmation of the work done by Dr. John Lattimer':
shooting the FMJ 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano bullet
through the distal radius bone of a cadaver forearm at
the approximate velocity it would possess after first
passing through the junction of President Kennedy's
neck and his torso and through the chest Governor
Connally.

The reason for this experiment was to disprove
the assertion by one of the foremost "conspiracy
theorists,” that a full metal jacketed bullet could not
have passed through Governor Connally's distal radius
without becoming more deformed than the recovered
bullet’. This "conspiracy theorist" claimed that the US
Government's own studies proved that the Carcano FMJ
bullet would be deformed by perforating the distal end
of a radius bone, referring to studies done at Edgewood
Arsenal in which a 6. 5mm FMJ Carcano bullet was
shot through a cadaver forearm, just above the wrist, at
the distance Governor Connally was from Oswald's rifle
when he was hit. This shot was made directly into the
wrist without any intervening target and was
considerably deformed in the process. The "conspiracy
theorist" apparently did not recognize, however, that the
deformation of the Edgewood bullet confirms that the
relatively undeformed (so called "pristine") bullet that
perforated Governor Connally's wrist had to be
traveling considerably slower than if it would have been
a direct shot. The only rational explanation for this
velocity loss was that it had to have passed through
something prior to striking Governor Connally's wrist.
This was presented by the persons at Edgewood Arsenal
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